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PINOS ALTOS, NEW MEXICO

By R. S.

ALLEN

*

Pinos Altos
A

MONG

the archives of the Mexican government in the city

fl.. of Chihuahua, it is said that there are records of the
discovery of gold in the Pinos Altos mountains, by Gen.
Pedro Almendaris, l one of the commandants of the then
Mexican outpost known as Santa Rita. That which attracted
the attention of the Mexican government, to this then isolated spot, was the practically inexhaustible supply of native
and red oxides of copper. The labor employed was convict,
and the handful of troops, then stationed there performed
the double duty of guarding the convicts, and protecting not
only themselves but the miners from the daily incursions
and attacks of the Apaches. Shortly after the close of the
Mexican war and the conclusion of the treaty of Guadalupe
Hidalgo, Santa Rita was garrisoned by a detachment of the
old 8th U. S. Infantry. After the occupancy by federal soldiers, the old Spanish and Mexican fort became a general
outfitting post in the great wilderness of plains and mountains bounded on the west by the Colorado River, on the
north by Santa Fe, and on the south by Franklin (EI Paso),
Texas, and Paso del Norte, Old Mexico, an area which
equaled that of the New England states, and an empire in
the vastness of its diversified, mineral, pastoral, and agricultural resources.

Discovery of Gold
The first tangible discovery of the precious metal was
• The title page of this old article reads as follows: A Summary of the History
of Pinos Altos, Grant County, New Mexico: The most productive gold and lead-silver
bearing regions in the great Southwest. Its mines and mining resources from discovery to date. By R. S. Allen, Pinos Altos, N. M., 1889. Silver City Enterprise Print.
A copy of this article was submitted for reprinting by Mrs. Lucile M. Gray,
Silver City, New Mexico.
1. Spelled Alamendares. Fayette Alexander Jones, New Mexico Mines and Minerals (Santa Fe, The New Mexican Printing Co., 1904) p. 47.
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made on the 18th day of May, 1860, by Messrs. Snively,
Birch, and Hicks, three adventuresome and daring prospectors, who o.utfitted at Mesilla, and in their journeyings westward, replenished their supplies at Fort McLain, (Apache
Tahoe) ,2 and afterwards at Santa Rita. Pursuing a westerly
course from the latter and last outpost of civilization they
forged ahead, and on the second day out, Birch, the leader
of the party, discovered free gold in· Bear creek while in
the act of drinking from the stream. The site of the discovery is in the near vicinity of the Mountain Key mill, just
above the junction of Little Cherry creek with the Bear.
On making known to his companions the nature of the find,
the ground was prospected and the value and extent of the
placer ascertained, as far as the means at hand would permit. Returning to Santa Rita, ten miles distant for supplies,
the news was confided while en route to the Mastin Brothers
and Langston, who were then in the employ of Leonardo
Siquieros, a lessee of the Santa Rita copper properties.
Returning to the discovery it was christened Birchville in
honor of the discoverer. The month of September following
saw over 700 men in the new field, all more or less engaged
in washing gold in the gulches and arroyos tributary to Bear
creek. The first year was devoted exclusively to placer mining. This year the Atlantic and Pacific mines were located
and in 1861 the surface ores were ground and amalgamated
in arastras, Thomas Mastin alone running ten, on ores from
the Atlantic. Aside from location nothing in the line of
development was accomplished on the Pacific. The early
summer, noted the discovery of the Locke lode now the
Mountain Key, which was mined principally for the chispas
or nuggets obtained in the surface quartz. At eight o'clock
on the morning of the 22nd of September, a large force of
Apaches numbering at least 400 under the immediate command of Cochise, attacked and made a bold but unsuccessful
attempt to drive the settlers out of the country. Capt. Thomas
J. Mastin, of the Arizona scouts, C. S. A., consisting of nine
men, quickly rallied his troop, and the miners rapidly placing themselves under his command, the fight became general.
2. Usually spelled Tejo. Lucile M. Gray.
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The country was heavily timbered with little or no underbrush to impede or retard the movements of friend or foe.
The Apache right rested along and near the crest of the
ridge of the present townsite and extended in a northerly
direction a distance of half a mile to a point near Skillicorn's
mill. The main and hottest part of the fight until its close,
one p. m., every foot of the ground was stubbornly contested.
At twelve o'clock Mastin fell mortally wounded and died a
few days after. At one, the Apaches retired with a loss it
was afterwards ascertained of fifteen of their warriors. The
loss of whites, was three killed including Mastin,3 and seven
wounded. During the fight a dog belonging to Carlos Norero,
grappled with and succeeded in killing an Indian, and ever
after was regarded as the hero of the day. The day following, the whites almost deserted the country, some going
north to join Union forces and others casting their fortunes
with the confederacy. On the White Water the fleeing miners were again attacked by the Apaches, presumably the
same band, and coralled for two days, most of the time
being without food or water. Couriers were sent via Santa
Rita, thence to the Mimbres, and Lt. Swillings of the Arizona scouts, came to their relief and the party proceeded
to the Mesilla valley. Santa Rita, San Jose, and the Hanover
copper mines were abandoned shortly afterwards. From the
opening of the civil war, up to the present time, Birchville
has been known as Pinos Altos, so named by the few remaining Mexicans, and signifying tall pines.
The succeeding months were uneventful, and not until
December 25, '61, was there anything unusual to disturb
the even tenor of the daily occupation of the prospector and
miner. Christmas Eve, occurred the first murder. A man
by the name of Wm. Dike in the employ of the Overland
Express Company, was the victim. Another by the name of
Taylor held a grudge against him (Dike), and with his
friends, while Dike was dancing, opened fire. Several shots
3. "Col. Thomas J .. Mastin, the commander of the whites, was wounded and died
of blood poisoning the seventh day after the fight. A party of twenty-five men went
to Mesilla for a doctor, but before their return in five days the trouble had advanced
too far to be checked." (Anderson. George B., ed.) History of New Mexico; Its
Resources and People. N. Y. Pacific States Publishing Co., c1907. v. 2, p. 726.
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were exchanged, Dike being killed, and Taylor wounded.
Taylor escaped and went to Old Mexico, and is presumably
residing, if living, in the near vicinity of Corralitos. During
the month of February, 1862, a conflict of opinion arose
between the Mexican and American miners, the latter insisting that the Mexicans should not locate their claims along
the channels of the main gulches. The Mexicans, believing
they were strong enough, made preparations to take the
camp, and but for the timely interference of Don Manuel
Leguinazabal, who prevailed upon the Mexicans to desist
and a bloody conflict was averted. Following in rapid succession another episode in the history of the camp occurred.
Quite a large number of mules had been stolen and believing
the Indians to be guilty, a party was hastily organized,
which proceeded to the Rio Mimbres, and attacked a small
rancheria and killed three Indians.
The years of '62, '63, and '64 were noticeable as being
years of peace and plenty. The settlers, principally Mexicans, concluded a treaty with the Indians, and trading with
them was an every day occurrence. During the latter part
of the summer of '64, the Bean treaty of peace was proposed
in the hope that it would prove everlasting and final, inasmuch as the Indians were restless and disposed to take the
field. A fine dinner of beans with other accessories of a
square meal, was set for the Apaches, numbering sixty, in a
house since destroyed, near the present residence of John
R. Adair. Everything· being in readiness, and while the
Indians were discussing the merits of the beans, the settlers
fired on them, killing several; the rest escaping undoubtedly
with the conviction that beans garnished with powder and
lead, was a very unpalatable dish. Sixty-five was a quiet
year, but woe betide the prospector who ventured half a mile
from the centre of population.

The Second Stampede
The second stampede for the now famous gold diggings,
occurred in 1866 and adventurers and prospectors from all
parts of the world flocked in, and new locations and discoveries of rich gold bearing quartz, were every day events in
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the history of Pinos Altos gold region. July of this year
Virgil Mastin brought in a 15-stamp mill; also a saw mill.
The Atlantic furnished ores for the stamps, and the immense
forests of pine and juniper, logs for the saw mill.
Before the summer was half spent, every available animal in the country was made to do duty in furnishing power
for the arastras, of which it is said there were over seventyfive in constant operation, no attention being given to nights
or Sundays. The yield of gold paid the expensive items of
transportation, mining, and milling, besides leaving handsome sums, often averaging ten dollars-and frequently a
greater balance was realized-per day to the man employed
in extracting the ore. The locations of note following the
re-location of the Pacific, were the Aztec, Asiatic, Ohio,
Pacific No.2, Mountain Key, Mina Grande, and others of
lesser note. The winter of '66 and '67, was quite mild, and
the long evenings were devoted to the discussion of topics of
the day, and the early selection of Pinos Altos as a port of
entry. Depredations by the Indians were of daily occurrence, and on the night of June 16th, 1867, a band of Navajoes succeeded in driving off thirty-one yoke of cattle
belonging to Hartford and Graves. A troop of prospectors
and frontiersmen were soon in the saddle, and taking the
trail followed it one day and when they returned, that
evening, the 17th, a company of fifty men was organized
under the leadership of Richard Hudson. On the 20th the
trail was again resumed, and on the 24th at San Juan
Springs-so named in honor of San Juan's day-a small
rancheria, commanded by Jose Largo, a noted chief, and
constituting the rear guard of the main band, was discovered, and a running fight ensued in which thirteen Navajoes
were killed and seven taken prisoners, among the former
was Jose Largo. On assembling his command, Colonel Hudson ascertained that his losses consisted of the cheek of
one of his troopers being grazed by a bullet. That night
the Indians surrounded the camp and entertained the little
troop with the most unearthly ho-wling and wailing that
civilized man ever listened to. The prisoners save one escaped, b~t as yet have not reported to the reservation at
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Fort Defiance. In rapid succession another episode occurred
common to the history of a frontier town, plainly but surely
indicating that although in the absence of a regularly constituted law, that there is one unwritten, which, if utterly
and persistently ignored, is terrible in the punishment inflicted upon the violator. Ben Dimond, for a very trivial
cause, and in cold blood, shot down and murdered a butcher
by the name of Schwartz. The nearest court was Mesilla,
and the miners with that spirit of justice which ever actuates
them, gave Dimond a fair trial. He was permitted to select
his own jury and was ably defended and prosecuted bynow as well as then-prominent attorneys now living in
New Mexico. He was found guilty as charged, and Dimond
was sentenced to hang, and was hung at sunrise the morning
following the trial. .
During the years of '68 and '69 the Pacific mine alone
furnished surface ores for thirty-one stamps, and the gold
product surpassed the expectations of the most sanguine.
The surface ores becoming exhausted, the machinery of the
mill completely worn out in connection with the generally
conceded fact that the base or sulphuret ores of the district
could not be successfully treated under the stamps, the
distance from the Missouri river, the base of supplies for
mining machinery, induced the management of the Pinos
Altos Gold Mining Company to suspend operations. The
stamp mill suspension for a time disheartened the miners,
but with their usual pluck and energy the arastras in disuse
were repaired and the two and a half years following, the
district was prospected throughout its length, breadth, and
depth, until the surface quartz gave place to heavy sulphuret
ores. The slow. process of grinding had its disadvantages,
and that which was injurious to the future prospect of
Pinos Altos, proved to be of great advantage to the country
at large. It stimulated prospecting though the summer of
1870 was noted for the discovery of immense deposits of
silver bearing ores in the mountains adjacent.to Silver City.
The succeeding years of '71 and a portion of '72, the chief
industry of the camp was in a languishing condition, and
only revived through the enterprise of Messrs. Skillicorn &
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Co. In the fall of '72 these gentlemen had in successful
operation what is popularly known as Mud Turtle mill. It
was a return to old principles, and the work accomplished
by the primitive process of "arastraing" with the aid of
steam power revived, for a time at least, the discouraged
miners, and the hillsides again resounded with the echo of
hammer drill and blast.
Cross Mountain north and east of the town was named,
and the credit of placing an immense cross on the summit
in honor of Queen Helene, who was supposed to have discovered the true cross, is due to the piety and zeal of Don
Santiago Brito and the generous contributions of the citizens.
The mining excitement in the southeast spur of the
Bear mountains drew heavily upon the rapidly decimating
population of Pinos Altos, and at her very door the natural
gateway to the treasure vaults of the Pinos Altos range,
there sprang up in the almost incredible period of two years,
the only rival the Tall Pine City is ever destined to have.
Silver City sprang into existence as if by magic.
The county seat was transferred from Pinos Altos in
1872. The years intervening between 1872 and 1883 were
uneventful, and all thoughts of the future development of
the mines, centered in new discoveries, old working, in
short, every place where a pillar of surface ore was supposed
or known to exist, was "gophered" out and ground in
arastras, and, as was occasionally the case, pulverized in
hand mortars. Through all the years of doubt as to what
the future might be, the mines have been self sustaining
and have sustained a population noted for industry and good
living.
In 1883 for the first time since the discovery of gold
the aid of foreign capital was sought for and obtained. A
new ten stamp mill was erected and provided with all the
modern improvements, but the management was confined to
inexperienced men and the result was a decided failure on
the part of Messrs. Place & Johnson to make a success of
that which was a plain proposition to milling men of
experience.
The same year Peter Wagner began the erection of a
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five stamp mill, provided with concentrators which was
completed in 1884, and to him belongs the honor of first
being able to treat the base ores of the Atlantic and other
mines with success. The years 1885 and 1886, demonstrated
beyond the possibility of a doubt that stamp mills provided
with first class concentrators was the one thing necessary.
Acting on this belief, Bell & Stevens soon placed the Place &
Johnson mill in thorough repair and soon after was running
on ores from the Mina Grande and other properties of the
district. This success was the direct means of inducing
Perkins & Lewis to inspect the mines of Pinos Altos and
after a thorough and exhaustive examination, they assured
the Atlantic under a lease and bond from Peter Wagner for
a period of six months. The mine was placed in working
condition and the yield of ore when stamped was a matter
of surprise and congratulation to all parties interested.
About the same time B. B. Lewis, Fred Banker and C. Miller
purchased the "Deep Down," an adjoining property on the
same vein which they opened and from development work
alone, the mine paid for itself and all operating expenses.
The year of 1887 noted the final consummation of the
most important transfer of mining property in the camp.
The Mountain Key, aside from the annual assessment,
had remained idle. for years, and would have remained unnoticed but for the enterprise of Lunger & Co., who leased
and bonded the property. The ground was thoroughly prospected, the main shaft retimbered l'I.nd sunk a distance of
ninety feet before they realized a penny for the investment
of their time and labor. Very rich ore was discovered which
attracted the attention of capital, and through the efforts of
General Boyle, the property was purchased, a stock company organized, and the work of exploration began in earnest. The policy of the management has been quite conservative, yet the development of the mine has been pushed
forward without impoverishing the reserve. At a depth of
470 feet the vein is stronger, wider and as well, if not better
defined, than at any time since the new management assumed control. The output to date aggregates $185,000,
which leaves a net profit to the stockholders of $45,000.
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Dividends amounting to $30,000 have been declared, and
when it is considered that the total has been largely drawn
from development work alon~, amounting in round numbers
to 3,500 linear feet, it will be readily seen that legitimate
mining property is a paying proposition, and in this instance
shows a net profit of 24 1/3 per cent on the output of the
mine, during the two years the company have owned it. The
management has been confined to John Boyle Jr., who has
shown during his administration of the affairs of the company, an executive ability of an exceptionally high order.
The underground workings are under the immediate supervision of John Pritchard, a miner of extended experience
and ability. The Mountain Key mill is a model of neat~ess,
convenience and adaptability, in the treatment of the heavy
ores of the mine for which it was constructed. The mill
contains ten stamps and is provided with new and improved
machinery for the rapid and effective concentration of ores.
An abundant water supply has been secured through a system of pipes which have been laid from Mill creek springs
to the mill, and the sinking of a shaft to, and in the bed
rock with wing drifts running to the banks of the gulch
forming an underground reservoir in the shape of an inverted letter T. This and one, or at the most two storage
reservoirs at convenient and available places along the
gulch, the question of an uninterrupted water supply for
a ten or twenty stamp mill has been permanently settled.
North of and immediately joining the Mountain Key is the

Western Group of Mines
consisting of four parallel claims, namely the Eastern,
which has been opened by shafts, respectively 75 and 32
feet in depth. Less than a hundred feet distant in a westerly
direction from the main workings, the croppings of the
Mountain Key are easily discernible and traceable in the
surface drift. The western vein has been opened by a cross
cut tunnel, 152 feet in length, and drifts from the point of
intersection of the tunnel with the vein, have been driven
130 and 90 feet respectively. Winzes to the surface, 125 feet,
affords perfect ventilation. The EI Dorado, No.2, shows
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several fine veins and on these forty feet of sinking has been
accomplished, and the result has been a financial success
besides the opening up of a strong and well defined vein of
surface quartz. The Oro Fino, the westermost claim of
the group, is partially opened by a tunnel 30 feet in length.
The property is finely timbered, and expert estimates, place
the quantity as available for mining, steam and domestic
purposes as amply sufficient for ten years. The water supply
in its present stage of development, is inadequate for smelting purposes, but careful prospecting has shown that an
abundance for a five-stamp mill may, at a trifling expenditure, be obtained. During these years the proprietors have
driven over 800 linear feet, and this has been accomplished
without outside aid, and the net returns of the gold values,
taken from surface explorations, have averaged $1,000 per
man to each of the three proprietors, the Messrs. Osborne,
Spils and Hirshberger, who are rated, and truly so, as three
of the most fortunate miners in the territory. They are at
no expense for labor, save their own, and the history of
three years of toil conclusively demonstrates that there is
a competence in gold awaiting them ready to take its place
in the commerce of the world. A choice of a dozen veins,
all carrying gold-bearing quartz in paying quantities, is at
their disposal, but with all these advantages which would
induce many a miner to set idly by and "bank" on the prospect of a sale, has no effect upon the owners of the Western.
Theirs is a bank in which the prospect of a failure is dependent solely upon mother. earth, and as there are no visible
evidences of an eruption it will be many years before an
assignment or an assignee is thought necessary for the
owners of the Western. Adjoining the Eastern on its northern end line is

The Night Bird
the property of Wilkie, Weir & Mason. A shaft 61 feet in
depth fully attests its character as a fissure vein of prominence and future value. The pay material ranging from
eight to fifteen inches in width, compared with the gold
bearing veins of northern states and territories is fully up
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to the average, and with milling facilities on the ground it is
probable that the returns would not only equal, but surpass
in volume those of its neighbors. Water for a time past
has materially interfered with the successful prosecution of
the work of opening the mine, but now that this difficulty
is a thing of the past, due advantage will be taken and the
mine developed and opened for all its worth.

The Deep Down
Following the successful operation and capitalization
of the Mountain Key Gold and Silver Mining company, Gen.
Boyle and associates, notably D. C. Hobart, directed their
entire time and attention to the Deep Down property, a
noted mine, situated near the head of Atlantic Gulch, and
about one and one half miles distant from Pinos Altos. The
owners, Lewis & Co., had demonstrated in a thorough and
practical manner, that intelligent development, would open
up a new source of riches. With no other resources at command save their individual labor, the mine was reopened,
re-timbered and made, through their untiring efforts one of
the leading properties, not only of the district, but of the
county. Negotiations were opened, and during the fall of
1887, the mine was purchased by a syndicate of St. Louis
capitalists, who began and completed the following summer
a ten-stamp mill, provided with the latest improved gold
saving and concentrating machinery known to the science
of milling. The management unfortunately have not been
as practical in the administration of the affairs of the company, as the value of the property demands. Yet, it is a
generally conceded fact, one too, which is born of the extended and practical experience of competent miners, that
well directed, efficient and economical management, will
make the Deep Down a dividend paying proposition.
The Osceola Group
owned by the Long Bros., for many years well known as
among the most intelligent, active and successful miners in
the carbonate regions of Leadville. With the energy char-
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acteristic of the boys, they cast their lots, in what was then
considered an unfavorable locality. This, however, did not
in the least discourage the senior· member, who with his
many accomplishments as a miner, modestly adds to that,
that of being a first-class geologist, mineralogist and assayer.
In deference, possibly, to the old adage that porphyry is the
mother of gold, and the absolute fact that contact veins
having one wall of porphyry are uniformly rich in gold
bearing minerals, may have been one of the inducements
which led to a most careful and thorough examination of
this particular locality. The theory indulged in that the
veins of the Pinos Altos gold bearing zone not only extended
to, but under the malpais overflow has been proven, and
the coming years will open a new field of exploration, now
that the key to the vein systems underlying the eruptive
rocks has been discovered. The Osceola has been opened
by a shaft sixty feet in depth and drifting a distance of
seventy feet has shown well defined courses of ore which
have a milling value of from one to two ounces of gold per
ton, the concentrates assaying from $50. to $400. per ton.
The north shaft of the Osceola has been sunk through the
malpais and the results have far exceeded the anticipations
of the owners, the ore being of a higher grade and the vein
larger. Cross-cutting from the south main shaft has exposed
a very fine vein of ore from which excellent results are
obtained in arastras. The Lacrosse, Platina and Scientific
belonging to the group, have been sufficiently explored to
demonstrate their value as mining properties.

The Aztec
group consisting of ten contiguous claims, belonging to the
Bailey Bros., was purchased by St. Louis capitalists during
the early summer of 1887, and in September of that year the
development of this mining estate, embracing within its
boundaries of 200 acres of mineral land was begun in earnest. Thus far openings have been confined principally to
the Aztec location. The workings have penetrated the mountains to a depth of 400 feet, and at this point--the bottom
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of the shaft -the vein not only maintains its surface dimensions, but shows increase in value and quantity of ore
produced. The Kleptomania, a spur or stringer, from the
main or Pacific vein which runs through the estate, has been
sunk to a depth of 175 feet, and the showing and output of
the mine is flattering indeed. A tunnel, designed to tap the
Aztec and Golden Era, is contemplated by the management,
and when completed, will afford 500 feet of stoping ground
at the point of intersection, thus avoiding the expense of
hoisting and reducing the cost of mining to a minimum. The
Gray Eagle, Aztec and Asiatic locations are the north extensions of the Pacific, and the surface indications and
exposures in each of these properties warrant the prediction
that when properly developed, the output and product will
exceed the expectations of the most sanguine stockholder in
the organization. The company have just completed a new
20-stamp mill, and are now in a way to realize on their
investment of time and money in the development and exploitation of the group. The under-ground workings are
under the immediate supervision of J. L. Tonkins, a practical mining man.
The Pacific Mine
was the first location of a lode claim in the Gold Region,
embraced within the limits of Pinos Altos mining district,
Lieuts. Swillings and Reem, of the Arizona scouts, G. S. A.,
being the discoverers. The mining laws at this period confined the locator to fifty feet in width, 25 feet on each side
of the vein, and gave to the discoverer 100 feet on each side
of the "Discovery," or 300 feet in all. As a natural consequence, the Pacific lode was divided up into 100 foot claims,
and the method of mining them were not calculated to open
up or develop a mine. The lode is well defined, strong, and
varies from three to six feet between walls, and carries a
vein of surface quartz ranging from 1 to 4 feet in width.
A large proportion of this was treated in arastras and hand
mortars, and not until 1867 when a majority of the claims
were consolidated, was there any combined action on the
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part of the proprietors to treat the ores methodically. During the winters of '67 and '68 the Messrs. Mastin, Griggs,
Reynolds & Co. had 31 stamps in constant operation. The
ore was mined at an expense of $6.75 per ton; transportation, $3. per ton, and milling, $10. per ton; a total of $19.75
per ton. The net profits derived from a ton after deducting
all expenses, amounted to $20. per ton. The gross product
for the winter of the 31 stamps, amounted to $250,000. During this period no account was taken of the base or sulphuret
ores, amounting to several hundred tons, hence, owing to
imperfect milling appliances, their values were cast aside as
worthless, and during the seventies were sold to E. E. Burlingame now of Denver, Colorado. From the date of Application to issuance of U. S. patent in 1881, from the best
evidence obtained the surface workings extending to a depth
of 90 feet, the Pacific vein, proper, has yielded nearly 'or
quite a million dollars in gold, and in this estimate no account has been made of the losses sustained in milling. The
developments of the mine were desultory in their character,
and merit the name of "Gophering," and not until the transfer to the Pacific lode Gold and Silver Mining Co., was
anything attempted in the line of legitimate mining. The
organization was effected in '87 and the inception and completion of a cross-cut tunnel 290 feet in length, intersected
the main Pacific vein at a depth of 165 feet from the surface.
From the point of intersection, drifts have been run on the
vein in a northerly and southerly direction several hundred
feet, and the reserves thus exposed, it is estimated, are sufficient to keep the company's stamp mill (20 stamps)-just
completed-in constant operation for a year without impoverishing the immense ore bodies exposed. A cross cut tunnel
about 100 feet north has been driven in a westerly direction,
and outside of the side lines of the Pacific a very strong vein
of gold-bearing quartz was encountered on the territory of
the Pacific Fraction, the property of Perkins & Co. The
general management of the mine and mill is under the
supervision of Benj. Harrison, while the underground workings have been confided to James McQuarris, a miner of
practical and somewhat extended experience.
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Pacific No.2
is the southern extension of the Pacific, and was located in
1867 by John Backus, and by him sold to the present proprietor, Wm. Skillicorn, in 1870. The main or working shaft
is 270 feet in depth, and a noticeable feature of the mine
throughout the workings, is that every drift and stope is in
ore, having an average width of 2 feet, and milling at the
rate of $20. per ton. Occasionally free gold is met within
appreciable quantities, and on one occasion nine pounds of
ore was sold at the rate of $100. per pound, and the pocket
from which this was taken yielded $5,000 additional. It is
needless to add that this was not ground in an arastra or
crushed in a stamp mill, but reduced in a common hand
mortar. The daily output with the labor of four miners
averages from 4 to 6 tons per day, and developments now
in progress will increase this amount to 12 tons with a very
light increase in the expense account incident to mining.
$500,000 is the estimated output from discovery to date.
The Pacific Extension
adjoins Pacific No.2 on the west, and end lines with the
Pacific on the north. When first discovered in 1867, the
location was known as the Texas, and for a number of
months was successfully worked by Captain Hulburt, the
discoverer. On reaching base or sulphuret ores, which could
not be treated under stamps or in arastras, the mine was
abandoned. Following the relocation, other places were
opened, and in 1881 a U. S. patent was applied for and obtained in due course of time. The owners, the heirs of the
Reynold's estate in 1886, disposed of the mine to Bell &
Stevens, the consideration being $20,000. Since the purchase their labors have been confined to legitimate developments, and the results have exceeded their anticipations.
The openings consist of two shafts respectively 226 and 111
feet in depth, and 300 feet distant from each other. Connections have been made by means of drifts, and from the
north or main shaft a drift has been driven a distance of
220 feet on the vein and from south shaft 60 feet, making a
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total of 560 feet of vein exposure. Throughout the entire
length of the drifts the vein is continuous and as determined
by milling tests, ranging from 20 to 100 tons has a value
of $25 per ton. The property since discovery, has been a
producer, and an approximate estimate of the gross output
will fall but little short of $250,000.

The Arizona No.2
was among the early lode discoveries, and prior to 1872 but
little attention was given to legitimate mining. The object
of the miners being directed mostly to the acquisition of the
rich surface quartz for which the claim is noted. On the
passage of the mining law of May 10, 1872, the property
being abandoned it was relocated under the provisions of
the act by John McDonald and has been owned and worked
by him from that period to this. Tunnels and shafts aggregating 450 feet, constitute the developments, and it is a safe
proposition to state that when the main tunnel is completed,
Arizona No. 2 will become one of the leading producers in
what may be justly termed the Pacific Group.
The Gold and Silver Ribbon
and south extension, is the property of A. S. McDonald. The
lead is well defined, and in the past has produced an abundance of rich surface ore. This fact is attested by the open
"cuts" extending the entire length of the claim. During the
summer of 1886 it was relocated and .afterwards sold to
the present proprietor who has been engaged at intervals
in exploiting this valuable property. The main workings
consist of a shaft 100 feet in depth, and the crevice as
exposed shows a width of three feet between walls, and has
paid under stamps at the rate of $22.50 per ton. The south
drift has been driven on the vein a distance of 80 feet
through a continuous vein of ore which carries a larger
percentage of the royal metals than the ores found nearer
the surface. The appointments about the mill are nearer
the surface and are substantial in character and betoken
the faith of the proprietor in the ultimate value of his
property when thoroughly developed.
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The Golden Giant Mine
figured conspicuously as a producer and bread winner in
the sixties and seventies, and at the close of the latter
decade, the ferruginous quartz which was uniformly rich
in free gold becoming exhausted the "Old Family" lead
which had furnished gold to an entire populace, was abandoned, and because, through its former record a prize worth
looking after. Locations were made repeatedly, and through
lapse of the requisite time required by the mining laws of
1872 to keep up the assessment, it became a subject of relocation, and frequently on a New Year eve several parties
were on the ground waiting for the high hour of 12 to place
a location on the 'place in a monument of stones, usually
placed on the northeast end or southwest end line, as convenience suggested. The term "Family lead," as applied to
this producing property, has a definitive origin in this,
that during the Indian wars (and they were incessant for
15 years) it was customary, in short it was an absolute
necessity which impelled a population of 150 souls to use
the "Family lead," afterwards the "Gopher," so named by
reason of the fact that not a pound of surface quartz escaped
the rapacity of the Indian-ridden settlers. Not until 1887
did the mine receive that attention which its record as a
producer merited, at which time the final relocation was
made, and the present owners then and there determined to
open it up and develop to the extent of their ability, and
prove beyond the possibility of a doubt that the base or
sulphuret ores possessed a value which could be determined
by the ordinary stamp milling process. The result, summarized as follows: A main shaft was sunk to a depth of 245
feet and drifting from both sides of the shaft aggregating
over 350 feet, together with a limited amount of stoping has
yielded with a small force, over $31,000 inside of thirteen
months. The net profits as obtained from the superintendent
and co-owner, Joseph Williams, is a trifle over 30 per cent,
and in this connection it must be observed that surface
improvements including buildings' and hoisting machinery,
are itemized accounts in the bill of expenses. The owners,
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Coomer, Schutz, Newcomb, and Williams, appreciate the
intrinsic value of their property and are working it solely
with a view of exploring the old "Family lead" that it may
become on extended development, one of the most noted producers in the district. If antecedents are taken into consideration in a mining sense, it will be observed that the
Golden Giant has no cause for regret in reviewing its past
history.

The Continental
bearing a record similar to the Golden Giant, was one of
the many abandoned claims, and it too, was a subject in the
dark and gloomy days of frequent incursion; the boys, of
whom two or three were stationed as videttes and pickets to
guard the laborers. The passing years following each other,
passed in procession of the equinoxes, and not until the fall
of 1887 was the full value, in a speculative sense, determined
upon by the present proprietors, Messrs. Fox and Prichard.
Both gentlemen being practical miners, careful examinations were made and the result, from limited capital, has
resulted in 70 feet of an opening, showing 16 inches of
quartz which has a market value as per assay and mill
returns, affording a handsome profit over and above the
expenses of mining, milling and transporting. A near
neighbor is
The Kasson Mine
first located in 1867, by a miner named Wilson, who went
under the sobriquet of Quartz Wilson, and was owned by
the gentleman until 1870. The surface ores were manipulated under a spring-pole stamp, and the pulp was carried
150 yards distant, washed in a rocker and the yield oftentimes trebled the day pay of $5 per diem of the employe.
The old story base ores, caused the abandonment in 1870,
and between that date and 1883, it was a clear case of
abandonment and relocation. From 1883 to 1888, the title
rested in Alva Mason, one of the time-honored and earlier
residents of Pinos Altos. During the fall of 1888 the property was sold to a syndicate of Kansas City, Missouri capi-
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talists who under the supervision of James Morehead, have
developed the claim to a depth of 100 feet, and at the present
writing, after securely timbering the shaft in a thoroughly
substantial way at a minimum expense, his associates have
the satisfaction of knowing that in the Kasson they have,
for the capital invested, a veritable bonanza. The vein is
well-defined, and the fissure at the surface, as at the bottom
of the shaft shows distinct cleavage, and every indication
now points that the vein is distinctively one of those claims
which, under the present economical and careful management, will become on judicious development, a leading
property.

The Golden Crown
one of the old standbys, was first located in 1861, and the
l'eturns from the arastra rapidly placed the property in the
front rank as a producer, and in this instance as in others
enumerated, when the surface ores were exhausted, the
claim was abandoned. During the year 1887, a relocation
was made by Peter Wagner and others, and for the first
time legitimate developments began. The discovery shaft
was sunk to a depth of 50 feet, and this exploitation of the
vein demonstrated its strength, value and permanency.
Twelve tons of ore from this shaft yielded under stamps $12
per ton on the battery plates and tables, and the resulting
concentrates possessed a mercantile value of $60 per ton.
The main shaft, now 95 feet in depth discloses a well defined
vein of pay material varying from 4 to 6 feet in width. At
right to the Crown and crossing the location, is the Golden
Cross. The junction is 50 feet from the Crown discovery,
and the point of intersection and surrounding area has for
the last quarter of a century, been a favorite spot for the
placer miner who delights in "patch diggings." The junction
of the cross leads, with the general strike of the vein system
of the country, has been regarded by the aboriginal miner
as a sure place to find gold in its native state, and pending
it came the expectation of disclosing it in mass and position.
Croppings usually indicate what may be expected with depth,
and now that the running of a drift has been determined,
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we may reasonably expect that the junction of the two veins
will afford rich stoping ground and good returns. The owners, Messrs. Baker, Laird & Co., are elated over present
prospects, and wIn open up this flattering proposition~

The Beatrice Mining Company
was organized during 1886, mainly though the efforts of
Capt. Davis. The property consists of several contiguous
claims, and the 101 by reason of extended development, as
compared with the others, is the principal vein of the group,
and may be classed as the southern extension of the Golden
Giant, one of the many notable properties lying within the
Pinos Altos district. The developments consisting of shafts,
drifts and cross-cut tunnels have been conducted with a view
to a perfect and economical exploitation of the property
embraced within the group. A 5-stamp mill with vanners
for concentrating purposes has been erected, and the results,
while not indicating a dividend success, are of that nature
which justifies the expression that a liberal management on
the part of the eastern owners, would soon place the property on a paying basis. In the same vicinity is the
Pindus Group
the property of B. Schaunder, who has, with limited and
necessarily restricted means, opened up a very promising
property. The Pindus, at a depth of 78 feet, is a finely
defined vein with regular walls and carries a pay streak
averaging from 6 to 10 inches in width, and is 40 inches
between walls. The Ida Murphy has been prospected to a
depth of 82 feet, and presents the same general characteristics as regards width of vein, value of ore, and permanence
as a fissure vein as the Pindus. The San Domingo is opened
by assessments only, and the showing for surface workings
is very fine. Average assays show a value of $40 per ton
while selected samples have run as high as $400. per ton.
Arrangements are being perfected having in view extended
development. This accomplished, the Pindus group will
become a regular producer.
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The Carlotta
is a mere prospect and adjoins the Golden Giant on the south.
Judging from explorations on the northern neighbor, it is
fair to assume that work of like character on this property
will result in the exposure of mineral riches similar in extent
to the Golden Giant. The next neighbor of the Giant on
the north is
The Pride of the West
owned by Idus Fielder, a very prominent attorney in Silver
City, a gentleman who has taken a great interest in the
mineral development of the district. The openings are confined principally to shallow pits and open cuts, although the
main working shafts of the claim has attained a depth of
54 feet. This has proved the existence of the same ore
bodies found in the Giant and clearly indicates that the ore
chute on the "Family Lead," has an extreme length approximating 3,000 feet which is a rare occurrence in the vein
systems of this, or in fact, any other gold region in the
United States.
The Mountain View Mine
The present year, 1889, witnessed the consummation
of one of the most important mining transfers in the history
of the camp. The property in question may be properly
termed as The Mountain View Mine. It is a rare occurrence
indeed to find a mine proposition which has yielded a net
profit of $15,000 over and above every item of expense
attendant upon sinking a shaft 50 feet besides surface exploitations, such as open cuts and shallow pits. This is
without parallel in mining, and it is extremely doubtful if
there is another instance or record in the territories of
Arizona and New Mexico, or the state of Colorado, which
can make such a showing. The general strike of the vein
is a little east of north and dips to the west at an angle of
25 degrees from the horizon. The mine was first located by
a Mr. Moore, who took out $12,000 in gold in a few days.
The vein pinching, Mr. Moore concluded that the source
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of supply was exhausted and sold the "Commodore," for
such it was named, to a man named Mead, for $10, and he,
believing that it was worthless, sold the property to James
A. Demorest, an old California miner. Mr. Demorest, in
doing his assessment realized $390 in gold, the only machinery employed to extract it being a hand mortar and a horn
spoon. In this connection, it is a noteworthy fact in short
it is a characteristic feature of the vein, and one that attracts
the attention of mining men, is the continuity of the pay
streak and the unfailing indications of a true fissure vein
everywhere visible in the workings. From the surface to
the bottom of the shaft, the vein is regular and well defined,
and varies from 3 to 12 inches· in width and has produced
of first class ore to date, $20,000. The south shaft for a
distance of 80 feet, has been carried through country rock.
At 83 feet in depth the reg:ular Mountain View vein was
,encountered, and every indication now evidences that the
rich ore chute in the 019, or discovery shaft not only extends
to but beyond the main working shaft of the property. Careful estimates based upon actual exposures show that in sight
there are over $30,000 worth of first class telluride ore, and
like amount of second and third grades which can be utilized
with proper and convenient milling facilities. The promoters
of the enterprise are Major James Buckner and Monroe
Toby, Esq., who placed the property in New Orleans, and
through their efforts the Mountain View Mining Company
was organized under the laws of the state of Louisiana. The
new company is composed of representatives of the city of
New Orleans, and is officered by these men and competent
miners.
The Ribbon

The north extension of the Mountain View is owned
and operated by H. H. Stanley. The vein here, as elsewhere
along the' strike, is well defined, and inclusive of the Mountain View. Mill returns from 50 tons of ore show a mercantile
value under stamps, ranging from $17 to $42 per ton. The
mine considered as a prospect is certainly one of promise
and merits close examination, and it is not improbable that
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the plans for the future as now formulated will result in the
opening of a very productive vein of high grade ore.

The Silver Hill
ii the extreme southern extension of the Langston, one of
the first discoveries noted in the development of the camp.
The property belongs to the estate of John A. Morrill and
Richard Hudson, and has been opened at various places
along the vein, and the indications now point to what is generally conceded a demonstratable fact that the Silver Hill
will, with depth become a prominent mining property. Two
tunnels, respectively 175 and 40 feet in length, have been
driven on the vein which ranges in width between walls
from 30 inches to 31;2 feet, and yields at the rate of one-half
ounce of gold, 25 ounces silver and 20 per cent of lead per
ton. The proposed narrow gauge road between Silver City
and Pinos Altos will cross the location and will afford easy,
rapid, and cheap transportation for the grade of ores which
this mine furnishes.
The Bismark
is a near neighbor of the Kasson, and is situated near the
western boundary of the granitic formations of the gold
bearing area of this mining district. It is rated, and justly,
too, as a property requiring only development to make it one
of the most desirable mining claims in the neighborhood.
Two shafts have been sunk on the vein to the depth of 70
feet. The vein has a uniform width ranging from 12 to 16
inches, which under stamps yields well and will make a paying proposition.
Minnesota
Easterly from the Golden Giant is the Minnesota, the
property of Harry Fowler. A cross-cut tunnel has exposed
a gold bearing ledge which has been exploited by means of a
shaft to a depth of 80 feet. The ores have a milling value of
$40 per ton, and the reserves show a pay material stoping
ground sufficient to run a 5-stamp mill. It is the intention
of the owner in the near future to erect a mill of this ca-
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pacity on the ground, the facilities of wood and water affording ample opportunity for works of this nature.

The Langston
The discoverer of the Langston lead, Lieutenant Swillings derived but little benefit from this valuable [property].
Many changes in ownership have been made, and the title
is now vested in Hon. Thos. W. Cobb, who has expended
several thousand dollars in opening veins along its strike by
means of open cuts, and by shafts and tunnels. The claim
is admirably situated for tunneling purposes, and it is
purpose of the owner to continue the tunnel, and thereby
open ground which will yield handsome returns on the investment of time and labor, when cheap smelting and
reduction is the rule, and cheap transportation is afforded
by rail.

The Ohio
lead belonging to Bell and Stephens lies well up on the eastern face of Pinos Altos mountain, and is immediately west
of the Aztec group. The developments consist of well timbered shafts on the vein proper. The ores run well in gold,
and the property is regarded as one of the best prospects
on the mountain. The exploitations now in progress, have
in view extended developments, and this fact accomplished,
it is but a mere question of time when the Ohio will become
a regular producer of first-class milling ores.

The Hope and Cross
under the management of Robert Kirk, is making an excellent showing. The owners, Messrs. Morehead & Co., have
decided to open their prospect for what it is worth, and thus
far the results have exceeded their expectations. The crevice
is well defined and the ore vein has a milling value of $30.
per ton. A depth of 60 feet has been attained and the indications are very flattering, and it is now believed that 100
feet will open out into a rich and continuous ore streak.
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The Fireside
claim is an inside location and constitutes a portion of the
townsite of Pinos Altos. For years past, in fact, ever since
the discovery of gold, every little arroya and gulch has been
washed time and again, and the location today is a favorite
place of the Mexican people to prospect for placer gold.
Several veins have been noted, prominent among them is
the Fireside. The prospect thus far shows remarkably well,
and assays carefully taken indicate an average of $30 per
ton. The proprietors, Messrs. Buckner & Co., contemplate
extended developments, and there can be no doubt that the
Fireside will prove a bonanza of wealth to its owner.
The Mining Area
The gold mining area of the district is restricted in the
main, to the basin of the Continental divide. It is a rare
occurrence, indeed, in the mountainous systems of the continents of the two Americas, that a basin so called is a distinctly different drainage, and division area of the Atlantic
and Pacific slopes. The northern, and a portion of the eastern contour of the basin is bounded by the Diavola range,
and the southern and western by the Pinos Altos range of
mountains. About midway of the extreme southern center
of the depression, Bear creek has its source in the Mountain
View claim, and in its course nearly or quite divides the
Summit valley into equal portions. The eastern or Atlantic
slope is drained by Whiskey creek, a name not altogether
uneuphonious in the nomenclature of the miner' and prospector as applied to streams, canons, peaks and mountain
ranges. As determined by actual and accurate surveys by
the Messrs. Powell & Brown, Deputy U. S. Mineral Surveyors at Silver City, the distinctively gold bearing area,
both lode and placer, is from north to south three and one
half miles, and from east to west, is two miles and a fraction,
a total of seven square miles a plot of ground which in point
of productiveness has no successful competitor in the annals
of the mining world.
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Formation
Considered from a geological standpoint, the rock systems of the gold area belong to the Cambrian, and is identical with the granite of the Adirondac basins, and a portion
of the Blue ridge systems of North Carolina and Georgia.
From all points of the compass radiating from the town as
a common center the granites are overlaid with the eruptive
rocks save in the Southwest, which in the vernacular of the
country is termed, "Malpais." The southwestern rim, however, is overlaid with quartsites and limestones of undoubted
Silurian age. On the western or Pacific slope of the basin,
an immense porphyritic dyke is noticeable, and its trend
deflects a trifle from the general strike of the leads, and the
opinion obtains that this intrusion is the direct cause of the
fracture, of. the east and west fissures, or the cross veins of
the district. Extended and critical examination will undoubtedly prove the correctness of this theory, and in a
measure determine the age of the second system of veins
which are destined to play quite an important part in the
mining economy of the subject under consideration. Cross
mountain, a very prominent land mark, is the great fault of
this immediate region, and to this is directly traceable the
anti':clinal which has given the veins on the Atlantic slope
an easterly dip, and to those on the Pacific, an inclination
to the west. Erosion which is quite marked, is due in part
to glacial action, yet to the casual observer, it is noticeable
that the atmospheric action together with those active
agents-water and frost-have been, and today are important factors in the denudation of the friable granites of Pinos
Altos basin; and these agencies have been the means of contributing largely to the wealth of the world through the
medium of placer gold, once so common, and plentiful in
every arroya and gulch in the district.
Placers
The decadence of the placer mInIng interests is not
altogether due to the exhaustion of the mines, or any lack
of interest in this important branch of mining. The date
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of American and European occupation is a matter of history,
but aside from this, evidences are not wanting which conclusively prove that anterior to the occupation of the country
by representatives of the leading civilized nations of the
world, there were a people who lived and existed here, and
whom, as adjudged from a nineteenth century standpoint,
were far in advance of the Apache whose mission of a conqueror was one of occupation only. It was not within his
province when subjugating to prove it. It was not ambition
to elevate the people whom the fate of war consigned to the
cliffs, and made what today is known as the Cliff Dwellers,
but simply to coerce, kill, and destroy every vestige of the
semi-barbaric civilization whi~h existed at that remote
period, and which has been so aptly termed by Lt. Cushing
and ot:p.ers, as the Apache conquest. Evidence of this occupancy by another people, are found daily, and the scriptural
adage "That two women shall be grinding in the field, and
one shall be taken and the other left," is exemplified in this,
that the old metate and the mano indicate 'that not only the
Toltec, but the Aztec as well, had made of Pinos Altos a
home and a" habitation. This being an absolute and positive
fact, which is shown by the ruins of jacals and stone implements found near the claims, and we are confronted with the
incontrovertible fact that the Aborigine of the country was
a gold miner in the broadest sense of the term. How long
they worked the surface placers, no record is obtainable;
but that they worked is plain. Suffice that while the placers
are in a supposed exhausted condition, it yet remains, that
with improved appliances and the construction of reservoirs
to preserve the waters from the mines and the rain fall,
many hundreds of thousands of dollars lie in the ground
awaiting the hands of capital, to become a portion of the
world's wealth and treasure.

Lead Silver
If a line were drawn from the northeast to the southwest, with Cross Mountain as the initial point of the northern
termini and the Steeple Rock Peaks as the southern, it would
pass through a distinctively silver bearing area, confined as
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a whole to the silurian limestones and quartzites with porphyretic dykes which crop at intervals for a distance of
thirty miles. The geological conditions in several instances
are quite favorable for the existence of immense bodies of
lead, as those which are common to the lead area at Leadville and vicinity. The mineral zone as roughly outlined,
varies in width from one-half to three miles, and the only
surface croppings of lead, and its carbonates of note, are
found on the western and northwestern slope of Pinos Altos
mountain. Aside from the prospecting done in the Vicinity
of the Alpha and Omega, the principal claims, nothing of
note has been determined, and it is an open question whether
the pipe veins will open out into a bed or deposits of carbonate ores. The field for prospecting with diamond drills is a
promising one and surface indications will undoubtedly lead
some lucky company or prospector into an immense fortune.
The Alpha and Omega
mining claims were first located in 1867, afterwards abandoned and relocated in 1872. During that year smelting was
tried but the enterprise was abandoned due to great cost
of transporting the ore. In 1878 the claim was again located
by the present owners Huston & Thomas. The developments
consisted of open cuts and shafts and tunnels. The immense
body of carbonate of lead and galena ore, ranges in value
from $15 to $250 per ton. Recently several carloads have
been shipped to smelter and the returns have been quite
satisfactory.
The Red Lead
has long been known as one of the promising bonanzas of
the mountains. Its presence was noted in the early days of
1861, and prospected, but, the results obtained did not warrant the prospector to risk his life or limb in the search for
lead save for the purpose of casting into bullets for his rifle.
The property is owned by Shute and Robinson who have
opened the vein to a depth of 50 feet.. The vein occurs between porphyry and limestone.
Elsewhere in this immediate district a number of prom-

330

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

ising locations have been made. Among them are the Crank,
The Devil, and the Andrew Jackson, which are being opened
by J. R. Hall. The Cleveland, owned by G. H. Utter, is said
to be fine prospect and runs well in silver, and carries a
high percentage of lead.

a

Stamp Mills
There are four stamp mills in active operation: The
Mountain Key, 10; Bell and Stevens, 10; Wagner, 5; and
Skillicorn and Snyder, 5; these running heavy tonnage of
ore. The milling facilities are better today than at any tirrie
in the history of the camp, and reflect great credit to the
owners. Perfect success will not be obtained however, until
some way may be found to utilize tailings and slimes.
Character of Ores
The ores of Pinos Altos are what is commonly known as
base in other countries, but the percentage of free gold is
much greater than that of the stamp mills in Gilpin county,
the gold center of Colorado. It will be seen that in saving
80 per cent of the values by stamp milling and concentrating
the adoption of the blanket sluice will very materially reduce
the loss now sustained in the stamp milling process.
The cost of mining has been reduced, and the price per
foot in driving drifts is now rated from $3.75 to $10. The
cost of sinking per contract, is from $5 to $20.; timbering
$4 per foot; cord wood, $2.75 to $3.50.
Pinos Altos
as a town, is admirably situated for commercial or milling
purposes, and the growth, while rapid during the year past,
has been substantial. Upwards of $90,000 have been expended in the purchase of lumber and the manufacture of
adobes (sundried brick), in the construction of houses,
tenements, etc. The inception of the building of a mining
town, and the discovery of gold, cQnclusively demonstrates
that the location of a spring, a streamlet, a creek or river by
the Aboriginal population of a country as a rendezvous, is
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indicative that aside from its value as a watering place, it
possesses, first, a geographical value which, taken in connection with the topography of the surrounding country makes
of the location a common center. The Indian with his limited
knowledge of intrinsic values, can form no estimate of the
locality beyond that which for the moment caters to his convenience and indolence, and the undeveloped resources of the
country, to him are as the merest blank in an existence
measured. by the wants of the hour. The fact remains, however, that the inherent knowledge or instinct which prompts
a savage recognition of value has led to the settlement of
and building up of prosperous towns, cities, and villages.
This fact is apparent in our midst, and because of this,
today the most thoroughly American mining town in the
territory has become the cynosure to which the attention of
capital, culture, and education is being directed. The
Aborigine left but the impress of his moccasined foot, the
Spanish-Mexican disturbed the surface with a crooked stick,
and the third era saw the great wave of civilization coming
from the east, the north, the south, and the west, and
wrestled from the hills and mountains, treasures of gold,
silver and lead. It was the convenience of one, the rapacity
of the other and the ambition of the third which created and
builded Pinos Altos, the mining metropolis of southwest
New Mexico and Arizona. The natural resources consisting
of gold, silver and lead together with excellent grazing and
agricultural facilities, as yet are but partially developed,
and these industries are in their infancy. The development
of these treasures, lying at our very door has given a new
impetus within the past, and the new life and energy thus
imparted will be followed by others equally as profitable,
and the revival of new interest in the investment of capital
and a slight addition to the faith which hitherto has sustained and aided us will usher in a new era of prosperity,
more generous in its distribution and more permanent in
its results, than the most sanguine of our prospectors and
miners had ever hoped for.
Everywhere throughout the town there is an air of
thrift and prosperity, based upon what has been aceom-
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plished in the past, and the citizen living within the charmed
area of the gold-bearing region of the "Tall Pines" points
with pride to the $3,000,000 of gold which the placers and
quartz ledges have contributed to the commerce of the
world. The present facilities for treating ores will increase
the aggregated product of nearly 30 years, and it is not
assuming too much when the writer asserts that the yep.r
1890 will present to the mining world an annual statement
showing that $3,000,000 is the yearly output of a long neglected and much maligned gold mining camp.

